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RESTORED COINS OF TRAJAN
DEDICATED TO JULIUS CAESAR
WITH NEMESIS ON REVERSE
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Abstract: Restored coins of Trajan stand out as one of the most curious events in the coinage of
the Principate. We are especially attracted by the sample coined in memory of Julius Caesar with
Nemesis on the reverse. This image does not have a prototype. A note in Appianus could serve as
an explanation for Trajan’s choice of this motif. The destruction of the temple of Nemesis, during
operations of Trajan’s army in Egypt, and its possible restoration, were reasons for the appearance
of the Nemesis motif on coins.
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Trajan’s large series of restored coins of the Republic and Principate
stands out as an extraordinary episode in the coinage of Principate. This espe-
cially refers to the origin of their models and the explanation for their occur-
rence. The case is simpler with the types of restored coins that have direct pro-
totypes. For those few that do not have prototypes one should look both into
their direct and their hidden meaning. Commemoration of notable individuals
from the distant or not so distant past is well known in Roman tradition. Even
before Trajan, under Titus and Domitian, a certain number of the restored
coin types had been minted (BMC II: nos. 261-306, 504-512; RIC II: nos.
184-249; 453-464). After Trajan, one first notes an isolated example of the
coinage of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, which repeats legionary coins of
Mark Antony (BMC IV: no. 500, pl. 62/17; RIC 1II: no. 443, pl. 9/191). Then
follows the large consecratio series of Trajan Decius (RIC 1V.3: nos. 77-100).
However, none of these emissions could compare with huge series of Trajan’s
restored coins.!

1 Mattingly (BMC III: xxxvii—looviti) believed that the issue of the series had two different
motives: a) the withdrawal of obsolescent coins from circulation and the wish to preserve some re-
cord of what is being lost; b) the desire to explain and commend current policy by linking it to the re-
cord of the great past. Relying on Dio Cassius, Mattingly mentions that in 107 A.D. Trajan melted
down all the worn-out coinage and, since the restored coins series dates from that year, he concludes
that there is no doubt over the relationship of these two events.
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The reasons for the selection of particular types of restored coins, which was
made on various grounds, were not always clear.? The choice of models predomi-
nantly refers to the army, whether it was military deities, glorious ancestors and
their military achievements, or allusions that linked contemporary political and
military events to those of times long past. At another level of comprehension,
these types glorify ultimate military virtues that were highly praised by the
Romans. Foremost are military courage and respect of duty, e.g. Virtus and Pietas.
Trajan’s choice is not at all casual; being a professional soldier himself, in his reg-
ular issues he uses motifs connected to the army and victory of Roman arms. It
comes as no surprise that, when it came to re-issuing coins, his choices were ex-
actly these motives and virtues. The great victories of Trajan were thus repre-
sented as a continuity of familiar achievements from the past and as the natural
course of the further development of the Roman state.

In the restored coins series of Trajan, Julius Caesar is honoured with three dif-
ferent types. The first has Venus’ head on the obverse, while Aeneas carrying
Anchises and a palladium, with the inscription CAESAR, are on the reverse (BMC
III: no. 31, pl. 23/4; RIC 1I: no. 801).3 This sample repeats Caesar’s denar from
47-46 B.C. (RRC: no. 458/1, pl. 54/10). Venus on this coin is Venus Genetrix, since
the obverse and the reverse together imply the descent of Julii from Venus. In the
1st century B.C. coinage there is no prototype for the second sample of Trajan’s re-
stored coins dedicated to Caesar.* It displays Caesar’s head with the inscription C
IVLIVS CAES IMP COS III on the obverse, while on the reverse there is the
standing figure of Venus. Her back is turned three quarters to the viewer, her elbow
resting on a column. She holds a helmet and spear, while a shield rests in front of
her (BMC 1II: no. 696, pl. 23/17; RIC 1II: no. 806). This type of Venus is Venus
Victrix, who played the major role in the famous battle at Pharsalus.> The coin is an

2 Trajan’s series contains commemorative pieces of the Republic and the Principate. The first
group has 37 types, which repeat coins minted from 225 B.C. to Caesar’s era. Eighteen types from the
second group represent “good” principes, endowed with extraordinary virtues, from Octavius Augus-
tus to Nerva. Excluded from this list of Roman patriots are tyrants — Caligula, Nero, Otho, Vitellius
and Domitian — but not the coins from the Civil War of 68/69.

3 The inscription IMP CAES TRAIAN AVG GER DACP P REST stands on the reverse of all
the commemorative issues, whether they belong to the Republican or the Imperial era. Following
this inscription, there is the inscription from the model-coin, if there was one.

4 The images of Venus Victrix that appear in the coinage of Julius Caesar have different attrib-
utes. For example, on the denar of 44 B.C. Venus holds Victory and the sceptre, her elbow resting on
the shield (RRC: no. 480/3, pl. 56/ 20).

5 Venus, who is ancient Italic deity, gained a new function and a particular meaning in an intense war
of propaganda, which took place during the 15 century B.C. First it was Sulla who founded the cult of Vernus
Felix, whose mysticism of the victory over the Marii helped the creation of the new cult of Venus Victrix. It
was officially introduced by Pompey, who put himself under the protection of the goddess. Stressing the ori-
gin of Julii from Venus, Caesar founded the cult of Venus Genetrix. In that way he was simply following in
the footsteps of the forerunners, as his Venus Genetrix in fact represents Sulla’s Trojan Venus (Alfoldi 1956:
83). Until the Battle of Farsala, Pompey was faithful to the Venus Victrix cult, only to switch his allegiance,
which reveals the faithlessness of that cult’s advocates (Schilling 1954: 299). Namely, in the account of Plu-
tarch (Plut.: Pomp. 68) and Appian (App. Bell. Civ. II. 76), after seeing a bad omen before the Battle of
Pharsalus, Pompey had a dream in which he decorated the temple of Venus Victrix. Because, Pompey be-
lieved that this omen would bring glory and splendour to the gens Iulia and Caesar itself, he chose for his
battle cry Herules Invictus, instead of Venus Victris, which, on that occasion was used by Caesar.
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(Suet.: Aug. 10),% while Claudius pardoned his political opponents (Dio. Cass.
LX.3). The above-mentioned Nemesis in the coinage of the civil war of Gaul of
68-69 A.D. made patriotic, republican allusions to liberation that character-
ized the whole coinage of the Spanish and Gallic group. It showed the goals of
the movement as ones that would restore freedom to the Roman people,
bringing victory and new life. The peace that was alluded to was not without
the suggestion of revenge in the word-play Ultor — Vindex and Adsertor —
Vindex.” The appearance of Nemesis in the coinage of Claudius and the Civil
war of 68-69 A.D. should be defined as Pax-Nemesis in the sense of paci
augustae, as is also indicated in the inscriptions.®

Searching for the meaning of the appearance of Nemesis in the commemo-
rative coinage of Trajan we came across an interesting account in Apian, in
which he describes Pompey’s arrival in Egypt and his murder. It was committed
by the tutors of the under aged Ptolemy, in order to gain Caesar’s sympathy
(App. Bell. Civ. 11.84). They cut off Pompey’s head and kept it for Caesar, ex-
pecting a huge reward. Someone buried the rest of the body on the shores of the
Nile, erecting a modest monument above (App. Bell. Civ. 11.86). Arriving in
Egypt, Caesar immediately executed the organizers of the murder because of
their crime. When the head of Pompey was brought to him, Caesar ordered it to
be buried in front of the town, and the shrine of Nemesis to be constructed
there. Appian explains further that later, when Trajan decimated the Jews in
Egypt, the shrine was demolished in the exigencies of war (App. Bell. Civ. I1.90).
Whether Trajan renewed the shrine then, is impossible to conclude from
Appian’s account. Could one establish the connection between the destruction
of the shrine of Nemesis, built by Caesar, with the appearance of Nemesis on the
restored coins of Trajan? We assume that the destruction of the shrine in Egypt
must have provoked, with Trajan, the memory of Caesar as a just avenger of the
death of his opponent, but also a great military leader, Pompey.

Further comparing the relationship Caesar — Pompey and Trajan —
Decebalus, we found another coincidence. Namely, when Roman soldiers
caught the fleeing Decebalus they cut of his head and brought it to Trajan
(Cichorius 1896: pl. 51/183; Speidel 1970: 142-143). It cannot be by accident
that the next and the last appearance of Nemesis in the imperial coinage of the
Principate occurred under Hadrian. It is again in Appian that we find a re-
mark, where he links that emperor both with Caesar and Pompey.’ Informing

6 However, Nemesis is unknown in Octavian’s coinage.

7 The civil war started in March 68 A. D. with the revolt against Nero in Gaul, the leader of
which was Julius Vindex, who was soon joined by Galba. The coin inscriptions Ultor (Revenger, Pun-
isher) and Adsertor (Liberator, Defender) allude to the name of the leader of the movement, Vindex
(Protector, Avenger).

8 For the Pax-Nemesis connection see: RE XVIII.4: 2431, 30-40, 2435, 6-33; LIMC VII: 210.

9 There is a view that the representation of Nemesis on Hadrian’s coinage should be connected
to the Nemesis from Smyrna, where there was her shrine. The gesture of Nemesis, in which she lifts
the mantle in front of the face, should thus indicate the demand for caution. It was brought in connec-
tion to the thoughtfulness of the emperor, as well as the measures he undertakes for the happiness
and the wellbeing of the world (Stevenson 1964: 569).
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us of the death of Pompey, the cutting off of his head and the burial of the rest
of his body and the erection of the modest monument, Appian further narrates
how, with time, the sand covered the monument, and how the bronze statues,
which Pompey’s relatives later erected on the hill Cassius, were damaged and
thrown inside the shrine. Hadrian found them, restored the monument and
made it known again, and also restored the statues of Pompey himself (App.
Bell. Civ. 11.86).

It is most probable that, in some way, all of these facts influenced the
choice of the reverse type of Nemesis. First, there is the huge respect Trajan
had for Caesar, as a great statesman, military leader and man who possessed
all of the major Roman virtues. The aspiration of Trajan to compare himself to
Caesar, as well as to show himself as his worthy successor was of no small im-
portance. Like Caesar before him, Trajan added new territories to the Roman
state and widened her influence. Finally, one has to take into consideration
Appian’s account of the connection of both Trajan and Hadrian with Caesar
and Pompey. The conclusion that we arrive at was that the destruction of the
temple of Nemesis, during military operations of the Trajan’s army in Egypt,
and its possible restoration, were reasons for the appearance of the Nemesis
motif on coins. The proposed solution, obtained through use of Antique
sources, is only one among many still unsolved riddles in Antique coinage.
However, this is an indication of the explanation and the issue will need fur-
ther elucidation.
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MUPIJAHA BOJBOJA

TPAJAHOB KOMEMOPATHMBHU HOBAI]J
IIOCBEREH LIE3APY C PEBEPCHOM
ITPENCTABOM HEMES3E

Pesume

TpajaHoBa cepuja KOMEMOPAaTHBHOI HOBI[a IIPEACTaB/ba CACBUM WM3Y3ETHY
nojaBy y koBamwy [IpuHnunara. Hamry maxmsy noceGHO je HPUBYKao IpUMEpaK
koBaH y yact lle3apa koju Ha peBepcy uMma npepncraBy Hemese (1. I/1a-b). Ha
aBepcy OBOI IpUMepKa Hanasu ce rnasa llezapa c neremgom DIVVS IVLIVS,
oK je Ha peBepcy Hemesa mpukasaHa Kako XOfja HAJIECHO, Y JIEBOj PYIM JPKU
KpHUJIaTH Kafylle] yIepeH Hajolle, IeCHOM PYKOM IIpuap>kaBa Habope onehe u
NPUHOCH je JIMILY, UCIpE] Be je 3MHUja, TaKohe OKpeHyTa HAfeCHO. Y PeTOBHOM
KOBamy TOKOM IIpHHIMIATa ¢ OBaKBOM IIPEACTaBOM cycpelieMo ce camMo HeKoO-
nuko myTa. Hajnope y koBamy Knaynmwmja rme npencraBy mpatu jerenga PACI
AVGVSTAE (1. 1/2), moToMm, y3 HCTy IJlereHjiy, Ha aBepCy TaliCKOI KOBama
rpabanckux paTtoBa 68-69. r. (T. I/3), u KoHauHO, y KoBawy Xanpujana (1. [/4). ¥
Tpaxemy o0jallllberba 3a 10jaBy Hemese Ha KoMeMOpaTHBHOM KoBawy Tpajana
HaWIIM CMO Ha IofjaTak Koj AnujaHa. Haume, Anujan omucyje mosasak ITom-
neja y Erumar m meroBo yOmCTBO KOje CY OCMHUCIMIM TYTOPH MajlOJETHOL
ITronemeja, a ce y mumby npupobujama IlezapoBe Hakmonoctu. [lommejeBy
rJIaBy Cy O[CEKIM U uyBanu 3a lle3apa, a ocraTak Tela HEKO je CaxpaHHO Ha
o6anu Huna u nogurao My ckpomas crioMeHuk. [To npucnehy y Erunar, Le3ap je
oamax noryouo opranmszaTope y6ucrsa. Kaga cy my monenu I[lommejeBy riasy,
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allusion to Caesar’s great victory in that battle, since it was her name that was
invoked in his battle cry on that occasion. We should bear in mind that
mighty conqueror and military leader that he was, Trajan greatly appreciated
Caesar. The image of Venus Victrix in the coinage of the Principate, long after
Caesar’s death, in the beginning was the allusion to Caesar and the origin of
the gens Iulia, later expanding the meaning to the origin of Rome herself. In
the coinage of Hadrian, representing the state cult, the new type of Venus
Genetrix populi Romani was created. At the same time, the cult of imperial
Venus Genetrix, separated from the state cult, had preserved the traditional
iconographic type (Strack 1933: 177).

We focused our attention upon the third type of Trajan’s commemorative
series, coined in honour of Caesar, also without a prototype (pl. I/1a-b).
Caesar’s head with the inscription DIVVS IVLIVS is on the obverse, while on
the reverse there is Nemesis. She is walking to the right, with a winged cadu-
ceus directed to the ground in her left hand, and holding the draperies of her
robe high in front of her face, with her right hand. In front of her there is a
snake, also turned to the right (BMC III: no. 697, pl. 23/18; RIC 1I: no. 816).
The wings are typical for Victory, caduceus for Pax or Felicitas, snake for
Salus, sometime also linked to Minerva Victrix. However, the gesture of her
right hand undoubtedly indicates Nemesis. In the regular coinage of the
Principate there are only a couple of instances with this figure. The first is in
the coinage of Claudius; the inscription that accompanies her reads PACI
AVGVSTAE (BMC I: no. 6, pl. 31/5; RIC I: no. 31) (pl. I/2). After that, we find
the same depiction and the inscription on the reverse of the Gallic coinage
from the period of the Civil war of 68-69 A.D. (BMC I: no. 26, pl. 50/14; RIC I
no. 18) (pl. I/3) and in Hadrian’s coinage (BMC III: no. 1549, pl. 89/1; RIC II:
no. 779) (pl. I/4). In the last case, the depiction differs slightly: the snake is
missing, and instead of the winged caduceus Nemesis holds a branch in the
same arrangement, the branch being the most common attribute of Pax.

The approach of the Greek Nemesis to the circle of the representations of
Pax, provokes a certain vagueness in interpretation. It is known that Pax stems
from the Aidos-Nemesis deities, who impersonate the primal forces of the Ro-
man state (RE XVIIL.4: 2431.40). The amalgamation of Nemesis and Nike is
also known. The imperial army venerated Nemesis, who had been associated
with Mars as the protector of the Danubian army. Thus, she was also some sort
of Victory. Contemporaries probably variously interpreted this occurrence, but
the soldiers, whose environment gave birth to that idea, most likely identified
the two deities (RE XVIIL.4: 2435.20-30). Since the role of Nemesis had been
to take care of the balance of moral order, justifying just revenge, it seems that
the original idea of the Nemesis-Pax representations lay in self-restriction in
triumphs or in the just use of the benefit it brought, not excluding the right to
revenge. In the first place it referred to the relationship to prisoners or politi-
cal opponents. Thus, Octavian stressed his legitimate right to avenge his father
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Lesap je Hapequo fa ce OHA CaXpaHH HMCIpPE] Ipaja U Ha TOM MECTY IIOJHUIHE
cBeTWIMINTE KOje je Ha3Bao Hemesunmm umeHoMm. Kana je map Tpajan yHu-
mrraBao Jymejue y Erunrty, oBO cBeTMIMINTE OMJIO je CPYIIEHO M3 PaTHHUX IIO-
tpeba. Ja mu ce pymeme Hemesunor ceerunumra Koje je nogurao Llesap, a xoje
AnudjaH TOMUEE, MOXKE IOBECTH Y Be3y ¢ IojaBoM Hemese Ha KOMEMOpPAaTUBHOM
noBuy Tpajana wiu je oBaj gorabaj 6ap unumpao cehame Ha lle3apos nmocrynak
Kao IPaBEHOr OCBETHHKA 3a CMPT CBOT IMPOTHUBHMKA, alli TaKobe BEIHKOT
BojckoBobe — ITommneja? ITopenehu name omnoc Llesap/Ilommnej u Tpajan/[de-
ne6aJl, HawIa3uMo Ha jOIIl jeqHy noxynapHocT. Haume, puUMCKY BOJHUIIU CYCTHUIIH
cy Heuebana y OeKCTBY, YOWIIM ra M OJICEKIN My IJIaBYy, KOjy Cy IIOTOM JOHETH
Tpajany. He Moxe OUTH CIy4ajHOCT a C€ yIPaBO HAPERHO U IOCTENHE IOjaB-
muBame Hemese y mapckoM koBawy [IpuHnumara jaBiba mop XajpHujaHOM U fa
OlleT HAWJIAa3UMO Ha HAIlOMEHy KoJ| AIMjaHa Koja U OBOI Ijapa IOBe3yje C
Leszapom u [Tommejem. Haume, y neny Koju rosopu o cMptu ITomneja, oncenamy
ryIaBe, caxpamUBamky OCTAaTKa Tella U MOAN3amy CKPOMHOT CIIOMEHMKa, AIHjaH,
fajbe Kaxke Jia jeé BpEMEHOM IlecakK 3acyo IeIM CIIOMEHMK, a OpOH3aHM KUIIOBH,
Koje cy KacHuje mocraBunu [TommejeBn pobamu wa 6pny Kacujy, 6unu cy omre-
henn u 6aveHN y YHYTPAIIKBOCT CBeTHIMIITA. Y no6a AnujaHa, nyap XaupujaH ux
je mpoHaImao, OYUCTHO CIIOMEHMK M ONET ra YYMHHO NMO3HATHM, a OOHOBHUO je U
kumoBe camor Ilommeja. HajBepoBaTHuje je ma Cy, Ha U3BECTaH HAa4MH, CBE
HaBeJleHe UME-CHUIlE UMaJle yTullaja Koj uzbopa pesepcHor tuna Hemese. Haj-
npe Ty je BeJIUKO HomToBame TpajaHa npema lle3apy Kao BeTMKOM Jp>KaBHUKY,
BOjCKOBObHHM M YOBEKYy KOjH je MOCENOBA0 HajBa’KHHUj€ PUMCKE BPIUHE. Y OBOM
CMHCIly, CUTYPHO Ce MCTHIaja ¥ Xeba TpajaHa ga ce mopemau c Llesapowm,
OJTHOCHO Jla ce MpHKaxKe Kao JJOCTOjaH HaclefHuk. T'pajaH je, kao u llesap mpe
Bera, IPUIola0 HOBE TEPUTOPHUjE€ PUMCKO] IpXKaBU M IMPOLIUPHO HEH YTHIA].
KonauHo, He Mory ce mpeHeOpehu HaBoju Koj AmnujaHa KOjH, IIPBEHCTBEHO,
Tpajana, amu motoM 1 XaapujaHa jgosoje y Be3y ¢ Llezapom u ITomnejem. Harma
KeJba OmIIa je la CKpeHEeMO MaXkby Ha ofipebeHe aeTabe Koju MOXK/a MOTy UMaTH
yTHIaja Ha pelleme KOHKPETHOI MHUTama UMM 6ap fa MOJICTaKHy flajba pas-
MUIbamKkA.

Received: 7 September 2008
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