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Abstract. Cemetery of Viminacium was first excavated by Prof. Valtrovi¢ in the year
1882. From 1977 at the territories of southern graveyards immense salvage excavations were
conducted at the place where was built power plant Kostolac. During centuries, along with the
city and military camp, a number of necropolises have been established for the burials of
heterogeneous population of antique Viminacium. Till now southern necropolises are the best
explored but in the last two years the excavations are conducted at the territory of eastern
graveyard. Among cremation graves are well graves, burial in urns and specific grave type well-
known as Mala Kopasnica-Sase.

First information about graveyards of Viminacium gave us Valtrovi¢ in the year 1882
when he registered a big necropolis from the roman period covering the vast territory along the
right bank of river Mlava southern of the “city” of Viminacium. Than he conducted small
excavations at that place and by the topographical research later confirmed existence of northern
and eastern graveyards (Valtrovi¢ 1884, 3-14).

From 1977 at the territories of southern graveyards immense salvage excavations were
conducted under direction of Ljubica Zotovi¢. Namely, at those place were built power plant
Kostolac, and the coal strip mine is devouring the space closer and closer to the camp and city of
Viminacium conditioning survey archaeological excavations, nowadays eastern of camp and the
city.

Viminacium was municipium, than colonia, strategical and administrative centre of the
roman province — Moesiae Superior (Map 1). The camp, city and necropolises are found at the
plane ground, at one of the meander of river Mlava, close to nowadays village of Stari Kostolac
(Mirkovi¢ 1968, 56-6; Mirkovi¢ 1986). Besides the constant defence force of the camp, among
inhabitants were veterans with their families, newcomers from Italy and Romanized provinces,
individuals from the Hellenistic areas, newcomers from Syria and, naturally, domestic
population of Illyrian, Celtic and Thracian origin.

During centuries at this territory, along with the city and military camp, a number of
necropolises have been established for the burials of heterogeneous population of antique
Viminacium. Following roman customs graveyards were formed out of the town, probably along
the communication leading to the city.

Until now southern necropolises are the best explored. However, in the last two years the
excavations are conducted at the territory of eastern graveyard. The cemeteries at Viminacium
contain parallel burial, both of the cremated and skeletal remains of the deceased.

Among cremation graves one specific grave type is appearing — so called well graves.
First grave of this type were explored by the end of XIX century at the territory of antique
Singidunum just in the same period when the archaeologists in Europe had the chance to
research them for the first time. In the first half of XX century lot of excavations have been
conducted in southern France (Gallia) and southern Germany, during which this grave type is
confirmed. Our archaeologist had the chance to explore graves in the shape of a well at Sirmium
and Singidunum (Map 2). At the territory of Viminacium cemeteries they appeared in the most
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used the results of I and II century bustums excavations south-eastern of the antique vicus
Julicacum. Goods were placed at the stake above dug grave and instead of the deceased human
body the pig were put. Above the grave pit of dimensions 1,60 x 1,10 x 0,80 m were deposited
the oaken and birchen logs weigh 582 kg till the height of 1,30 m. When the temperature of
800°C was reached, the charcoal of logs fell down i filled three quarters of the grave. However,
the body of the pig was not burnt enough and it was necessary to add 40 kg more logs to achieve
the degree of cremation found in control graves. So, after whole process the grave pit was almost
completely filled with charcoals and ashes (Gaitzsch, Werner 1993, 55-67). The layer of
charcoal and ashes in the graves of Viminacium, at the bottom of second étage of average
dimensions is usually 5 to 10 cm. There is also another one proof considering Viminacium that
these are no graves of bustum type. Namely, in the year 2003, at the site “Pirivoj” was dug one
real bustum. The shape responded to those of grave en etage with cremation, but the layer of
charcoal and ashes was more than half meter thick, what was never recorded in any till now
excavated grave. This bustum is unique and without doubt was burial place of highly ranked
person.

Graves type Mala Kopasnica-Sase made more then 90% of all cremations at Viminiacim
— the rest are graves in the shape of a well and urns.

During 2006 at the site Pirivoj the most eastern part of Viminacium necropolis is
undertaken. The situation which has been already seen at other parts of cemetery - he photo from
the most recent excavations at the site Pirivoj ~ skeletons and cremation of various orientations
are crosscutting each others.

Regular grave goods were: lamps, coins, pottery and glass vessels. Ornaments, censers,
cosmetic kit, instruments, small boxes, keys, sea-shells and wall frescoes were placed
additionally, depending on profession and financial status of the believer. Weapons, tools and
statuettes were rarely placed as grave goods. Coins and jewelry were often burned together with
the deceased (Zotovi¢, Jordovi¢ 1990,10). Weapons are rarely registered within cremation
graves.

Various grave types are pointing out at the complex ethno-cultural situation. For the
graves Mala Kopasnica — Sase type is difficult to relate to a specific ethnical element, because
they are registered at a large area with a population belonging to various ethnic groups.
Discussion about ethno-cultural attribution this grave type is still quite vivid. Considering
Viminacium it has to be count with the domestic population with the influence of Romanized
NewComers.

K. Sagy (Sagy 1954, 61-123) was the first to try an ethnical determination of the graves.
He assumed that the earliest graves of this type appeared in the Rhineland, deriving from the
Late Iron Age with pit en étage. He was the first to assume that the Mala Kopa$nica - Sase type
graves, especially those en étage, may be related to the Celtic burial tradition. This idea was
advocated in early studies of D. Srejovi¢ and M. Baum (Baum, Srejovi¢ 1959, 23-54; Baum,
Srejovié 1960, 3-31). It was not entirely rejected, because of a possibility of merging various
customs and processes in the Pannonian basin (Jovanovi¢ 1984, 104-109). M. Macrea and D.
Protase argued that graves of the Mala Kopasnica-Sase type from the site of Apulum (type Illa at
Viminacium) are of bustum type (Protase, Macrea 1959, 435-452). According to situation noted
at the cemeteries of Romula and Matrica, M. Babes (1970, 167-206) and J. Topal (1981, 70-71)
noted that the graves en étage of IlIb type are of bustum type. On the other hand they argue that
walls of graves of the type IIla were burned while cleansing the sacral space by ritual fire, while
the cremated remains were brought from the stake. D. Benea, C. Tatulea (1975, 669-675) and 1.
Andritoiu (1979, 227-228) also think that walls of graves of the Mala Kopa$nica-Sase type from
Drobeta and Micia were burned while cleansing the sacral space with "ritual fire". L. Barzu
argues, on the bases of material from Mediag-Bratei (Barzu 1973, 27-28), that the cremated

111






BIBLIOGRAPHY

Andritoiu, I. 1979, Santierul arheologic Micia-Necropola. Raport pentru campania de cercetéri
din 1978, MCA, A XIlI-a Sesiune anuali da rapoarte, Oradea, p. 227-228.

Babes M. 1970, Zu den Bestattungen im ndrdlichen Flachgrdberfeld von Romula, Dacia XIV, p.
167-206.

Barzu, L. 1973, Continuitatea populatiei autohtone in secolele IV-V, Bucuresti, p. 27-28.

Baum, M., Srejovi¢, D. 1959, Prvi rezultati ispitivanja rimske nekropole u Sasama, Clanci i
Grada za kulturnu istoriju isto¢ne Bosne III, Tuzla, p. 23-54.

Baum, M., Srejovié, D. 1960, Novi rezultati ispitivanja rimske nekropole u Sasama, Clanci i
Grada za kulturnu istoriju isto¢ne Bosne, 1V, Tuzla, p. 3-31.

Benea, D., Tatulea, C. 1975, Morminte de incineratie descoperite la Drobeta, Apulum XIII,

p. 669-675.

Gaitzsch, W., Werner A. 1993, Rekonstruktion einer Brandbestattung vom Typ Bustum aufgrund
archéiologischer Befunde aus Siedlungen der Jiilicher Lofborde, p. 55-67. In: Grdber als
Quellen zu Religion, Bevilkerungsstruktur und Sozialgeschichte (ed. Manuela Struck), Mainz.
GaraSanin, M. 1968, Razmatranja o nekropolama tipa Mala Kopasnica-Sase, Godisnjak VI,
Centar za balkanoloska ispitivanja, Sarajevo.

Golubovié, S.1998, Graves of the Mala Kopasnica-Sase Type at the Viminacium Cemetery from
an Aspect of their Ethnic Origin, p. 247-260. In: The Thracian World at the Crossroads of
Cwvilizations 11, Bucharest.

Goricke-Luki¢, H. 2000, Sjeveroistocna nekropola rimske Murse, Zagreb-Osijek.

Jovanovié, A. 1984, Rimske nekropole na teritoriji Jugoslavije, Beograd.

Jovanovic, A. 2000, Romanization and ethnic elements in burial practice in the southern part of
Pannonia Inferior and Moesia Superior, p. 204-214. In: Burial, Society and Context in the
Roman World (ed. John Pearce), Oxford.

Mirkovi¢, M. 1968, Rimski gradovi na Dunavu u Gornjoj Meziji, Beograd.

Mirkovié, M. 1986, Viminacium at Margum, Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure 11, Beograd.
Protase D., Macrea M. 1959, Santierul Alba si imprejurimi, MCA 'V, p. 435-452.

Sagy, K. 1954, Die Ausgrabungen im romischen Gréaberfeld von Intercisa im Jahre 1949,
Intercisa l, p. 61-123.

Topal, J. 1981, Das friih- und mittelkaiserzeitliche Graberfeld von Matrica (Szazhalombatta-
Dunafiired), AE 108/1, p. 70-71.

Banrposuh, M. 1884, Omkonasara y Kocmonyy, Ctapunap 1, p. 3-14; 49-63; 89-105; 121-142.
Zotovié, Lj., Jordovi¢, C. 1990, Viminacium 1 - Nekropola Vise grobalja, Beograd.

113















	img000
	img001
	img095
	img096
	img097
	img098
	img099
	img100
	img101
	img102
	img103

