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fication of the real age of many discoveries of Pitsunda 
archaeological expedition.

The remnants of the early Christian churches kept on 
the settlement of Pitiunt show that the walled city was 
the oldest and largest religious center of the Western 
Transcaucasia. It is also important that Stratophilus, 
the bishop of Pitiunt took part in the First Ecumenical 
Council in 325.  Council was held at Nicaea (modern 
Iznik located in Turkey). It has played a special role 
in the history of the Christian faith. As in many other 
places of the Roman Empire, inhabitants of the city 
constructed the very first church the Edict of Milan, 
when the mass construction of temples has been started 
(Fig. 9). An ancient church of Pitiunt of the IV BC was 
located out of town, at a little distance from it. The first 
church became a cathedral of bishop Stratophilus (Fig. 
9.2). It was the beginning of a long and complicated 
history of the religious complex, which has existed in 
this place for over two centuries. The second church, 
built in the beginning of V century was already much 
larger and of complex structure (Fig.3.3). Its floor has 
been decorated with mosaics (Fig.9.4). The church has 
been decorated with marble that was brought to Ab-
khazia from Constantinople workshops located on the 
island of Proconnesus.  (Khrushkova 2002, 67–119).
The second church was burned, too, a third one was 
built in its place. In the V century the city expanded, its 
wall has already covered the church complex (Fig. 9.5). 
In the VI century, the Eastern Black Sea region has 
become an arena of struggle between the two super-
powers of that time - Byzantium and Persia. In 542, the 
military events developed unfavorably for the Byzan-
tines. They were forced to temporarily leave the cities 
of Pitiunt and Sebastopolis destroying fortifications, so 
as not to leave them to the Persians. Soon they returned, 
and townspeople built the church again on the site of 
the ancient cult center (Fig. 9.7). But it was already a 
small one, as the ancient city lost its importance.

In the V century two small buildings were built in the 
settlement - a chapel and a rectangular building, the 
so-called Martyrios, a place where the martyrs have 
been venerated. They were buried in the tombs, built 
of stone and brick in a massive sarcophagus of solid 
stone. Later, during the second half of the VI century, 
when the number of Christians in the city has been 
increased, a large church was built on the same place. 
And already in the X century a large temple of Pitsunda 
was built near the church, which for many centuries 

remained the largest religious center of the region. 
(Khrushkova, 2002)

 Thus, the fortifications and farm buildings, city build-
ings, the ruins of ancient temples, diverse building ma-
terials, pottery, monuments of small art, magnificent 
mosaic of Pitiunt and a rich collection of coins are the 
primary archaeological sources aimed to the recon-
struction of the centuries-old, intense and multifaceted 
history of the Great Pitiunt – the rich trade center, the 
city-fortress, the oldest center of spread of Christianity 
and a major fortification center of the Roman (Pontus) 
Limes (Apakidze 1978, 99).
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Alik Nikolaevich Gabelia - Pitiunt is a fortification of Pontus Limes
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Zusammenfassung

Seitdem das Königreich Pontos unter dem Einfluss von 
Rom stand, wurde das historische Territorium von Ab-
chasien ins Römische Reich als Teil von der Provinz 
Kappadozien / Cappadokia aufgenommen.

Nur dann, an der Schwelle zu unserem Zeitalter, be-
ginnt Rom an der östlichen Schwarzmeerküste auch 
in Abchasien seine reguläre Armee zu entsenden 
und somit wird der Grundstein für die Entstehung 
einer Kette von Stützpunkten mit Garnisonen an der 
Schwarzmeerküste gelegt, die nicht nur die weit lie-
genden Regionen des Imperiums schützen sollten, 
sondern auch die Sicherheit der Schifffahrt an der 
Schwarzmeerküste bieten sollten.

Der georgische Forscher W. A. Lekwinadze hat die rö-
mischen Stützpunkte der Schwarzmeerküste erforscht 
und am Ende der 60-ger Jahre des 20. Jahrhunderts in 
das gesamte System der normalen römischen Stütz-
punkte, die an der Grenze (Limes) des ehemaligen Rö-
mischen Reiches errichtet wurden, aufgenommen. Der 
Forscher hat gleichzeitig aber auch die Besonderheiten 
von dem Stützpunktsystems der Schwarzmeerküste 
herausgestellt, die erlaubten diese Stützpunkte aus dem 
ganzen „Ostlimes“ hervorzuheben und aufgrund ihrer 
Lage als „Pontos Limes“ zu benennen. 

Das wichtigste Glied „Pontos Limes“ ist Pitiunt, gele-
gen auf dem Kap von Pitsunda, 20 km von der Stadt 
Gagra entfernt. Pitiunt ist die meist erforschte römische 
Festung der östlichen Schwarzmeerküste. Die Festung 
ist in der zweiten Hälfte des ersten Jahrhunderts un-
serer Zeit erbaut. Schon von Strabon wurde Pitiunt 
als „reichste“, „erhabene“ oder noch genauer „große“ 
Festung genannt, die direkt mit dem Gebieten vom He-
niochi – Volk grenzte.

Die Blütezeit von Pitiunt ist archäologisch belegt, hier 
wurde Vielfalt von Materialen entdeckt: Mauer und 
Türme, gesellschaftliche, private und religiöse Gebäu-
de, zahlreiche Produkte aus Keramik, Glas und Metall, 
mehr als 1400 Münzen. Allgemeine chronologische 
Rahmen dieser Materialen liegen vom ersten bis zum 
sechsten Jahrhundert, aber die befestigte Siedlung mit 
den Steinmauern und die normale reguläre römische 
rechteckige Planierung entstanden schon in der zwei-
ten Hälfte des zweiten Jahrhunderts.



1455

Limes XXIIII. Proceedings of the 24th International Congress
of Roman Frontier Studies, Serbia 2018

Hidden gems: Roman finds in the PUG-collection in Utrecht

Joanneke van den Engel-Hees
Department of Heritage, PUG-collection, Utrecht
The Netherlands
j.hees@utrecht.nl

ABSTRACT

The PUG-collection in Utrecht, The Netherlands, is an old archaeological collection with a strong emphasis on 
the Roman period, containing a lot of finds from the important castellum of Vechten (Fectio), one of the earliest 
Dutch castella. In 2007 a project was started to improve the state of the collection and make a digital registration 
of all the finds. A workplace exhibition in the Centraal Museum gave the public a look behind the scenes. The 
goal of the project is to make both the general public and researchers aware of this rich collection and its fasci-
nating history.
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The PUG-collection

In the beginning of the 19th century interest in the 
Roman history of Utrecht and its surroundings 

was growing. In 1841 the Provinciaal Utrechts Ge-
nootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen (PUG, Pro-
vincial Utrecht Society of Arts and Sciences) started 
actively collecting archaeological finds. Funds were 
made available to buy collections and antiquities and 
members of the Society were encouraged to donate 
their finds. The PUG also undertook some excavations 
itself and later on funded several excavations by pro-
fessional archaeologists.

It was the beginning of an impressive collection with 
finds from all prehistory up to the Middle Ages, but 
with a strong emphasis on the Roman period. It tells us 
a lot about the Roman past of the province of Utrecht. 

It contains finds from no less than three Roman castel-
la along the Rhine Limes: Vechten (Fectio), Utrecht 
(Traiectum) and De Meern.

Castellum Fectio (Vechten)

Vechten, to the southeast of the city of Utrecht, is one 
of the earliest Roman castella in the Netherlands, built 
during the reign of emperor Augustus, in 4 or 5 AD. A 
large portion of the Roman finds in the PUG-collec-
tion comes from this important site. In 1892-1894 the 
PUG excavated here for three summers in an attempt 
to locate the Roman fortress. Although they in fact ex-
cavated part of the fortress, they failed to recognize it 
at the time. But they did also find a first century Roman 
ship, a lot of leather from a leather worker, a few barrel 
wells and a lot of other Roman finds for the collection. 
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Fig. 2 - The PUG-collection on display in the City Museum of Antiquities
in the city hall of Utrecht, A.E. Grolman, 1889 (The Utrecht Archives).

Fig. 1 - Fragment of a terra sigillata plate with graffito of a Roman liburna, Vechten, 25-50 AD (PUG-collection).
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Later excavations in Vechten in the 1920s and 1940s 
also added to the PUG-collection.

Rescue plan

In 1995 the PUG-collection was conveyed to the care 
of the Department of Heritage of the city of Utrecht. 
Part of the collection is exhibited in the Centraal 
Museum in Utrecht. The collection was leading a so-
mewhat languishing existence: there was no complete 
inventory and a lot of valuable objects were in danger 
of deteriorating. Therefore a plan was made in 2007 
to improve the state of the collection. The main goal 
of the project is make an complete digital registration 
of all the objects, so both the public and the scientific 
community will be able to enjoy the collection online.

Archaeologists at work

Between 2011 and 2015 the public could see the work 
on the collection for themselves in an open workplace 
exhibition about the PUG-collection in the Centraal 
Museum. Visitors of the museum could take a look 
behind the scenes and ask questions to the curator 
working on cataloguing and photographing the finds. 
Archaeological workshops for children were organized 
with real Roman finds. Facebook and Twitter are used 
to let the public know about new discoveries and news 
about the collection.

A rich source for research

Our aim is not just to show Utrecht’s antiquities to the 
general public, but this special collection is also a rich 
source for scientific research. Many important resear-
chers have found their way to Utrecht in the past, for 
instance for the terra sigillata. Even though the infor-
mation about the find circumstances only rarely com-
plies with modern requirements, the objects from the 
PUG-collection can still add a lot to modern archaeo-
logical knowledge. They are still relevant. Fortunately 
we see a renewed interest from specialists who want to 
study objects from the PUG-collection.
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Zusammenfassung

Die PUG-Sammlung in Utrecht, Niederlande, ist eine 
alte archäologische Sammlung mit starkem Schwer-
punkt auf der Römerzeit und enthält viele Funde aus 
dem bedeutenden Castellum Vechten (Fectio), einer 
der frühesten niederländischen Castella. 2007 wurde 
ein Projekt gestartet, um den Sammlungsstand zu ver-
bessern und alle Funde digital zu erfassen. Eine Ar-
beitsplatzausstellung im Centraal Museum gab der 
Öffentlichkeit einen Blick hinter die Kulissen. Ziel 
des Projekts ist es, sowohl die breite Öffentlichkeit als 
auch die Forscher auf diese reiche Sammlung und ihre 
faszinierende Geschichte aufmerksam zu machen.

Joanneke van den Engel-Hees - Hidden gems: Roman finds in the PUG-collection in Utrecht
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Fig. 3 - Excavation in Vechten in 1892-1894 (The Utrecht Archives).

Fig. 4 - Part of the PUG-collection in the beginning of the project in 2007 (Amerens Hedwich).
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Fig. 5 - Roman finds from the PUG-collection (PUG-collection).

Joanneke van den Engel-Hees - Hidden gems: Roman finds in the PUG-collection in Utrecht
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Fresco fragments from the extra muros residence in Novae 
(Sector VIIIA)

ABSTRACT

Novae was founded as a legionary camp on the Limes Moesiae. It expanded into civilian settlement around its 
canabae. The most prosperous time for Novae was the period of the Severan dynasty. Our study will address the 
painted decoration of the rich house extra muros, which was presumably the residence for high officials staging 
temporary in the camp. The residence has several building phases. The largest part of wall paintings come from 
rooms B and Д. Recompositions of the preserved fragments yield the possibility of reconstructing the decorative 
system of the painted walls which consisted of fields devided by vertical bands. So far only vegetal motifs have 
been  recognized on the fragments. There are also embroidery borders, reminiscent of the Fourth style. Precious 
evidence about the building and repair phases give the fragments with multiple painting layers. The house was 
destroyed during the Huns' incursions in the beginning of fifth century.

Key Words: Novae, domus decoration, Roman wall paintings, embrodery borders
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The architectural context

Novae was initially the castrum of the Legio VIII 
Augusta, based here around AD 48. In AD 69-70 

it was replaced by the Legio I Italica, which remained 
here until the first half of the fifth century. From the 
fourth century onwards the legionary camp and the 

1A useful set of articles about Novae was published in 2008: Novae 2008. There are also numerous publications by Bulgarian and Polish 
colleagues who are carrying out joint archaeological campaigns for 60 years now without interruption: for bibliography see Novae 2008, 
301 sq.

civic canabae merged into one urban site. Novae was 
the residence of Theodoric the Great in 486-488 before 
his march to Italy against Odovacar. In sixth century 
AD Novae was an episcopal see1.

In 1978 the archaeologists began the excavation of a 
large building with complex plan, situated at about 75 






