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CaH ayr net MUIIMOHa roanHa
A Dream of Five Million Years

Text& photo by Svetlana Dingarac

Y Cpbujv je HeaaBHO NpoHaheH oNMUHO OUyBaH CKeneT MamyTa 3a KOji Ce MPeTNoCTaB/ba f1a je CTap neT MUInoHa
rogvHa. Lect meTapa Ayraukv GOCUMAHKM OCTauM jy»KHOr MamyTa, MpefcTaB/bajy HajcTapujy A0 Cafla OTKPWBEHW
npvmepak y oBOM Aeny EBpone. 360r Tora noctoje BeNuKe LaHce [a apxeonowKku napk BuMmuHaumjym, y umjoj ce
HenocpeaHoj 6NM3MHM MaMyT Hanasw, y HajcKopwje Bpeme NocTaHe CBeTCKa TypUCTMYKa aTpaKLmja

The well-preserved skeleton of a mammoth believed to be five million years old was recently discovered in Serbia.
The six-metre-long fossil remains of the southern mammoth, are the oldest discovered to-date in this part of Europe.
For this reason, there is a strong chance that the Viminacium archaeological park, where the mammoth find was made,
could become a world tourist attraction in the near future.
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OYeTKOM jyHa CeH3aluoHasiHa BecT o OTKpuhy neT MunvoHa

roavHa CcTapor ckeneTa MamyTa npoHaheHor y 6nnsuHn apxeo-

JIOWKOr Mapka BumunHauwnjym, obuwna je yntas ceeT. CBe Behe
HOBWHCKe areHuuje objaBune cy fa cy GpOCUNHM OCTauu BeoMa peTke
BpCTe MamyTa npoHaheHn Ha aybuHKM op 27 meTapa NPWIMKOM pajoBsa
Ha NOBPLUMHCKOM Kony yriba [JpmHo Kop Koctonua. barep je cnydajHo
3aKauuno cKkenet 1 Tom Npununkom owTteheHa je nobarba 1 feo KIboBa, anu
je ocTaTak ckeneTta y LIeloCTU cauyyBaH LUTO NpefcTaB/ba nocebaH ekc-
kny3susuteT. lpema 06nrKy Kapnuue yTBpheHo je fa je ckeneT npunagao
KeHKM MaMyTa, BUCOKOj YeTUpW, a Ayraykoj LecT MeTapa, Koja je Texuna
HeKux fleceTak ToHa.

OTkpuhe OBOr jeAnHCTBEHOT NPUMePKa OAMAaX je OKYMWIO eKu1ny emMu-
HEHTHMX CTPYyYHbaKa Koja je noJ N3y3eTHO HeMOBOSbHUM BPEMEHCKUM YCI10-
BMMa pajjuna Ha nckonasatby 1 KoH3epBauuju. Ocum apxeosnora ca Apxeo-
NOLWKOT MHCTUTYTa NpefBoheHnx Ap Mrommpom Kopahem, Koju je yjeaHo u
AMPEKTOP apXeonoLLKOr Napka BumuHaumjym, Ty cy ce Halunm npeacTaBH-
um Mpupopraukor myseja, naneosoonor Ap 3opaH Mapkosuh 1 BULWK npe-
napatop Munow Munusojesuh, Kao 1 eknna 3aBoga 3a 3alTUTY Npupoae
Ha yeny ca CphaHom MapurHunhem.

— Ha nogpyujy Cpbuje npsu nyT je npoHaheH KOMMIETHO OuyBaH CKe-
neT WTO 0BO OTKpUAe YMHM BeOMa 3HayajHUM 3a LieNOKYMHY eBPOrCcKy 1
CBETCKY HayKy!, Kaxe ap 3opaH Mapkosuh, Wwed leonowKor operberba MNpu-
poamaukor myseja y beorpagy.

360r BeNMUMHe KOCTUjy 1 [ennKaTHOCTM NOCTYyNKa KoH3epBaLyja je jow
y TOKy, CTpy4rbaLn ce cnaxky aa he npohwu 6ap Tpu mecela npe Hero WToO
ocTauy MamyTa Oyay CrpemHu 3a noceTuoLe.
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he sensational news that a five-million-year-old mammoth skel-

eton had been discovered near the Viminacium archaeological park

spread across the world in early June. All the major newswires carried
the report that the fossil remains of a very rare mammoth species had been
discovered at a depth of 27 metres during construction work at a Drmno
open-pit coal mine near the city of Kostolac. The excavator accidentally
caught the skeleton, damaging the cranium and part of the tusks, but the
rest of the skeleton was preserved in its entirety — an exclusive find indeed.
The remains belong to the so-called southern mammoth (Mammuthus me-
ridionalis), a descendant of tropical ancestors that migrated from northern
Africa two million years ago and took up dwelling in the forested areas of
southern Europe. Judging from the shape of the pelvis, it was concluded
that the skeleton belonged to a female mammoth that was four-metres-tall
and six-metres-long and weighed some ten tonnes.

The discovery of this unique specimen immediately rallied a team of dis-
tinguished experts who undertook work under highly adverse weather condi-
tions to excavate and conserve the specimen. Apart from archaeologists of the
Archaeological Institute led by Dr. Miomir Kora¢, who is at the same time the
director of the Viminacium archaeological park, those participating in the op-
eration also included people from the Natural History Museum, paleozoologist
Dr. Zoran Markovi¢ and senior preparator Milo$ Milivojevi¢, as well as a team
from the Institute for Nature Protection Institute headed by Srdjan Marincic.

“In Serbia, this is the first time that a complete and fully preserved skel-
eton has been discovered, which makes this find very significant for Europe-
an as well as for world science’, says Dr Zoran Markovi¢, head of the Belgrade
Natural History Museum Geological Department.



- Habasunu cmo cpeacTsa 3a KOH3epBaLjy ckeneTa, npe ceera T3B. 572,
Koje YHecKo npenopyuyje y ciiyyajeBuma Beoma 3HauajHux otkpuha. Cpepc-
TBO je N3y3eTHO CKyMo, @ M1 CMO ra Aobuan Ha OCHOBY KpeaunbunuTteta. Yn-
HVIMO CBe Kako 61MCcMO Ha Hajborbn Moryhm HauvH 1y cknagy ca CBETCKUM
CTaHAapAMMA 3alUTUTWIM OCTaTKe MamyTa jep OBaKO ernoxasiHo oTkpuhe
ynpaBo TO 1 3acyxyje — pekao Ham je ap Kopah.

MnaHupa ce n3rpagta nocebHor objekTa 3a KOCTONAUKY MaMyTULYy Koja
611 CKeneTy Mpy>uUna HEONXOAHY 3alUTUTY Off aTMOCPEPCKMX 1 APYrnX He-
NoXKesbHUX yTuULaja, anu 1 aa bu ce Ha afeKkBaTaH HauViH yKknonuna y Hagpe-
anaH nejsax NoBPLUMHCKOT Kona [IpMHo. 3a cafa je noaurHyTa TeHAa Koja
CKeneT WTUTK Of KrLLe 1 U3BPLLEH je KOHCONMaLIMja OKONHOT TepeHa Koju
je 360r cBOje Npupoae CKNOH pacyLuMBatby 1 IaKOM OCUMatby LITO je npef-
CTaBJbano BenMKy npobnem.

HayuHunum ce Hapajy aa he mohu fa yTBpAe y KakBoMm je ambujeHTy
XKeHKa MamyTa XuBena, WTa je jena n of yera je yruHyna. IHtepecaHTHO
je HanomeHy T Aia je ouyBatby CKeneta AOMPUHENO 1 TO LITO y OBOM Aeny
Cpbuje, Koja MHaYe BaXkn 3a TPYCHO noApyyje, Huje 6uno Behnx TeKTOHC-
Kux nopemehaja.

MHaue, jy>KHM mamyT je yeTBpTa BPCTa ,C/I0HA" KOja je y NPOoLUNOCTU Xu-
Bena Ha npoctopy Cpbuje. [lo cafja cy npoHaheHn ocTaLm CTenckor MmamyTa
(Mammuthus trogontherii) Koju je K1BeO y BENNKAM CTagMma NPOCTPaHNX
TpaBHaTVX CTena, pyHactor MamyTta (Mammuthus primigenius), cuambona ne-
neHor fo6a, n ocnn cpofHrIKa caBpemeHor asunjckor csioHa (Paleoloksodon
antikus), Koju je HacTarbKBao TOMe, LUYMOBUTE PervoHe Ay BENNKIX peKa
ueHTpanxe Espone.

[pyrn Hajno3HaTtuju ,CPNCKN” MamyT NpoHaheH je npe TpuHaecT ro-
avHa y KukuHpw, y rmvHokony ¢abpuke ,Toza Mapkosuh” Ha py6uHu
of 21 meTpa. tberosa cTapocT npoLietbeHa je Ha nona MUIVOHa roanHa
LITO ra YMHWU ,NMpayHyKom” mamyTuue n3 BummHauvjyma. Y mehyBpemeny,
ob6jaB/beHo je aa ce y PorsbeBcKMM NUBHMLAMa Ko HerotuHa, y jeaHoj og
KameHUx Kyha 3a uyBatrbe BUHA, Hasla3e KOCTU MaMyTa Koju je npoHaheH
nopep [lyHasa.

- Tpu ckeneta mamyTa HaheHa y Cpbuju oTBapajy Ham M3y3eTHO aTpak-
TUBaH TYPUCTUYKM UTUHEpep, Tako3BaHu ,MyT mamyTa” Koju 6u 1wao opf
KnknHae npeko BummnHauwmjyma o Hepaana — BU3MOHAPCKM KOMeHTapuile
ap Kopah.

Mpema cTapom BepoBatby ClIOHOBM foHOce cpehy anu n 6oraTc-
TBO 1 npocneputeT. MamyTnua Brnka cBojom nojaBom floHena je ap-
XeoJIOWKOM NapKy BumMunHaumnjym cBeTcKy cnaBy 3a caMo jeflaH AaH,
a Benuvka je sepoBaTHoha Aa he yckopo npumamutu n nosehu 6poj
nomahux n cTpaHnx TypucTta. »Kesba CBUX 3anocneHnx y Bummnauyujy-
My je fa ce 6poj moceTunaua Ha rogullkbeM HUBOY MOMHe ca caja-
W KMx 60.000 Ha 300.000. Buka, Kako je Ha3BaHa MmamyTuua, Nnojasuna
ce y NpaBOM TPeHYTKY Kako Ov nmomorna fja ce Taj nnaH ocTBapu y
wTo Kpahem poky. m
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Owing to the great size of the bones and the delicate nature of the proce-
dures, conservation work is still ongoing. Experts agree it will be at least another
three months before the remains are ready to be viewed by the public at large.

“We have obtained the substances needed for the conservation of the
skeleton, primarily so-called B72, as recommended by UNESCO in cases of
very important finds. This is a very expensive substance and we were able to
obtain it based on our high credibility. We are doing our utmost to protect
the mammoth’s remains in keeping with international standards because an
epochal discovery such as this fully merits it", explained Dr. Kora¢.

A special facility for the Kostolac mammoth that will ensure its protec-
tion from atmospheric and other negative influences is being planned, one
that will also fit into the surreal backdrop of the Drmno open-pit mine. For
the time being, a cover has been provided to protect the skeleton from rain
and the surrounding terrain has been consolidated, as it is prone to drying
up and crumbling and therefore posed a great problem.

Experts hope to determine in what type of environment the female
mammoth lived, what she ate and what caused her death. It is notewor-
thy that the excellent state in which the skeleton was found was to a great
extent due to the fact that in this part of Serbia, otherwise described as in-
clined to seismic activity, there had not been any major earthquakes.

The southern mammoth is the fourth “elephant” species that lived in
the remote past in what is present-day Serbia. So far, remains of the steppe
mammoth (Mammuthus trogontherii) that lived in large herds on the grass-
covered steppes, the woolly mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius), the sym-
bol of the Ice Age, and fossils of a relative of the present-day Asian elephant
(Paleoloxodon antiquus) that inhabited the warm wooded regions along
major European rivers.

A second “Serbian” mammoth was discovered 13 years ago at a depth
of 21 metres in a clay mining site that belongs to the Toza Markovi¢ plant
in Kikinda. It was assessed as being half a million years old and that makes
it “a grandson” of the Viminacium female mammoth. In the meantime, at a
place called Rogljevske Pivnice near the city of Negotin, as reported, bones
of a mammoth found by the Danube were discovered in a stone house that
also served as a wine cellar.

“The three skeletons discovered in Serbia open up possibilities for put-
ting in place a very attractive tourist route - the so-called mammoth trail
- that would start in Kikinda, then visit Djerdap via Viminacium’, Dr. Kora¢
comments on his vision.

According to an ancient belief, elephants bring good luck as well as
wealth and all manner of prosperity. The female mammoth dubbed “Vika”
has brought international fame to the Viminacium archeological park in just
one day, and there is a high chance it will soon attract hosts of domestic
and foreign guests. Everyone engaged in the Viminacium project hopes to
see the number of visitors rise from their current levels of 60,000 to 300,000
annually. Vika, as the mammoth is known at this time, emerged at the right
moment so as to “assist” that this plan be realised as soon as possible. m

Crapw pyMcKU rpag 1 BojHO yTBphere BumnHauwmjym, kog Koctonua, AaHac je jefHa of Behux Typmnctnukux atpakumjay Cpbuju. Osge ce ynpaso npusoge

Kpajy FpaF)eBVIHCKl/I PafoBM Ha MOAEPHOM HAyYHO-UCTPa*KMBAYKOM, MOCIOBHOM, TYPUCTUYKOM U eAyKaTUBHOM UEHTPY BennymnHe 4.000 KBagpaTHUX

MeTapa Koju je carpaheH y CTUly TUNMYHe prMCKe nanaTe 1 Koju ce Hasmea ,Domus scientiarum Viminacum” JegHa TpehriHa oBor 3aatba je HamerbeHa

UcTpaxumBauvma a 2/3 knujeHtenm Kojoj hie ce ocm 6opaBka y oBom npocTtopy omoryhut n yyelnhie y apxeonoLkum nctpaxmsarrma. lMnaHvpaHo je aa

ce y okBupy lomyca Hahe 1 My3ejcka noctaBka 6orate 36MpKe npegmeTa Koja je HaheHa Maxom NPUANKOM nckonasakba 14.000 pyMCKMX rpo6oBa.

The ancient Roman city and military fort - Viminacium - near the city of Kostolac is today one of Serbia’s biggest tourist attractions. Construction work of

a modern scientific, research, commercial, tourist and educational centre is nearing completion and when complete, it will cover some 4,000 square metres
builtin the style of a typical Roman palace that will be called DOMUS SCIENTIARUM VIMINACIUM. One-third of this edifice is intended for research purposes,
while two-thirds are for accommodating people who will be able to take part in archaeological excavations. Under the plan, the Domus will also have a

museum exhibition of a rich collection of objects mostly found during the excavation of some 14,000 Roman tombs.
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