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The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) is dedicated to the 
topics in the humanistic scientific disciplines: ar-
chaeology, history, classical philology, history of 
art and architecture, social and cultural anthropol-
ogy; the topics from multidisciplinary research 
that connect archaeology and sciences: physical 
(biological) anthropology, archaeological sci-
ence, geosciences in archaeology, technologies 
in archaeological survey; the topics dealing with 
protection and presentation of archaeological her-
itage: conservation and restoration of cultural her-
itage, experimental archaeology, interpretation of 
archaeological heritage, digital archaeology, com-
puting and information technologies and archaeo-
logical documentation; and other topics connect-
ed to archaeology. 

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) has been published 
from 2006 as a periodical publication issued by 
the Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade and the 
Centre for New Technology Viminacium. 

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) publishes original 
manuscripts that have not been published pre-
viously: research articles, review articles, report 
articles, methodology articles, case study articles 
and book (or other publication) reviews. 

Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archaeology 
and Science)  is an Open Access journal. 

The journal does not charge any fees at sub-
mission, reviewing, and production stages. 

Manuscripts can be submitted in English, Ger-
man or French. The summary needs to be in Ser-
bian (for authors from Serbia) or in English (for 
international authors).

Manuscripts have to be submitted to the edito-
rial secretary and must be formatted in accordance 
with the SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS for au-
thors. 

Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archaeology 
and Science) is issued once a year.

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) is indexed in ERIH+.

Digital copies of the journal Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science) are 
archived on website Viminacium – Roman City 
and Legionary Fort (http://viminacium.org.rs/
en/e-biblioteka/archaeology-and-science/), as well 
as in the National Library of Serbia, to which a 
mandatory copy is given; separate articles are ar-
chived in RAI – Repository of the Institute of Ar-
chaeology (https://rai.ai.ac.rs/).

EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

The Editorial Board is responsible for de-
ciding which articles submitted to Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science) will 
be published. The Editorial Board is guided by the 
EDITORIAL POLICY and constrained by legal 
requirements in force regarding libel, copyright 
infringement and plagiarism.

The Editorial Board reserves the right to de-
cide not to publish submitted manuscripts in case 
it is found that they do not meet relevant standards 
concerning the content and formal aspects. The 
Editorial Board will inform the authors whether 
the manuscript is accepted for publication within 
120 days from the date of the manuscript submis-
sion. 

The Editorial Board must not have any con-
flict of interest regarding the manuscripts they are 
considering. If there is a conflict of interest among 
one or more members of the Editorial Board, 
those members are excluded from the process of 
selecting reviewers and deciding on the fate of 
the manuscript. The Editor-in-Chief, Editors, and 
members of the Editorial Board are obliged to re-
port the existence of conflicts of interest promptly.

EDITORIAL POLICY
OF THE JOURNAL ARHEOLOGIJA I PRIRODNE NAUKE 

(ARCHAEOLOGY AND SCIENCE)

http://viminacium.org.rs/en/e-biblioteka/archaeology-and-science/
http://viminacium.org.rs/en/e-biblioteka/archaeology-and-science/
https://rai.ai.ac.rs/
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Editorial Board shall evaluate manuscripts for 
their intellectual content free from any racial, gen-
der, sexual, religious, ethnic, or political bias.

The Editor-in-Chief, Editors and members of 
Editorial Board must not use unpublished mate-
rials disclosed in submitted manuscripts without 
the express written consent of the authors. The in-
formation and ideas presented in submitted man-
uscripts shall be kept confidential and must not be 
used for personal gain.

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) applies the system 
of double-blind peer review. The Editor-in-Chief, 
Editors and members of Editorial Board shall 
take all reasonable measures to ensure that the re-
viewers remain anonymous to the authors before, 
during and after the evaluation process and the 
authors remain anonymous to reviewers until the 
end of the review procedure.

Manuscripts prepared for publishing should 
be submitted to the editorial secretary until April 
30th, for the volume that will be published by the 
end of the current year. The Editorial Board meets 
after the submission of all manuscripts. At the 
first meeting, reviewers are selected and assigned 
manuscripts for review. 

AUTHORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES

Authors warrant that their manuscript is their 
original work, that it has not been published be-
fore and is not under consideration for publication 
elsewhere. Parallel submission of the same manu-
script to another journal constitutes a misconduct 
and eliminates the manuscript from consideration.

The Authors also warrant that the manuscript 
will not be published elsewhere (after the publica-
tion in Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archaeolo-
gy and Science) in any other language without the 
consent of the Publisher.

If a manuscript has previously been submitted 
elsewhere, authors should provide information 
about the previous reviewing process and its out-
come. This provides an opportunity for authors to 
detail how subsequent revisions have taken into 
account previous reviews, and why certain review-
er comments were not taken into account. Infor-
mation about the author’s previous reviewing ex-
perience is to the author’s advantage: it often helps 
the editors select more appropriate reviewers.

In case a submitted manuscript is a result of a 
research project, or its previous version has been 
presented at a conference in the form of an oral 
presentation (under the same or similar title), de-
tailed information about the project, the confer-
ence, etc. shall be provided in front of the first 
footnote and it should be marked with a star. A 
manuscript that has already been published in an-
other journal cannot be reprinted in Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science).

It is the responsibility of each author to en-
sure that manuscripts submitted to Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science) are 
written with ethical standards in mind. Authors af-
firm that the article contains no unfounded or un-
lawful statements and does not violate the rights 
of third parties. The Publisher will not be held le-
gally responsible should there be any claims for 
compensation.

Reporting standards

Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archaeology 
and Science) is committed to serving the research 
community by ensuring that all articles include 
enough information to allow others to reproduce 
the work. A submitted manuscript should contain 
sufficient detail and references to permit review-
ers and, subsequently, readers to verify the claims 
presented in it - e.g. provide complete details of 
the methods used, including time frames, etc. Au-
thors are required to review the standards avail-
able for many research applications from Equator 
Network and use those that are relevant for the 
reported research applications. The deliberate pre-
sentation of false claims is a violation of ethical 
standards. Publication reviews and technical pa-
pers should be accurate and they should present 
an objective perspective.

Authors are exclusively responsible for the 
contents of their submissions and must make sure 
that they have permission from all involved par-
ties to make the content public. Authors are also 
exclusively responsible for the contents of their 
data/supplementary files. Authors affirm that data 
protection regulations, ethical standards, third 
party copyright and other rights have been re-
spected in the process of collecting, processing 
and sharing data. Authors wishing to include fig-
ures, tables or other materials that have already 

https://www.equator-network.org/
https://www.equator-network.org/
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been published elsewhere are required to obtain 
permission from the copyright holder(s). Any ma-
terial received without such evidence will be as-
sumed to originate from the authors.

Authorship

Authors must make sure that only contributors 
who have significantly contributed to the submis-
sion are listed as authors, and, conversely, that all 
contributors who have significantly contributed 
to the submission are listed as authors. If persons 
other than authors were involved in important as-
pects of the research project and the preparation 
of the manuscript, their contribution should be 
acknowledged in a footnote or the Acknowledge-
ments section. 

As a guide, authors should refer to the criteria 
for authorship that have been developed by the In-
ternational Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE). In order to be named on the author list 
one must have:

 ● made substantial contributions to the 
conception or design of the work; or the 
acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of 
data for the work; and

 ● contributed to the drafting the work, or 
revising it critically for important intel-
lectual content; and

 ● provided final approval of the version to 
be published; and

 ● agreed to be accountable for all aspects 
of the work in ensuring that questions re-
lated to the accuracy or integrity of any 
part of the work are appropriately inve-
stigated and resolved; and

 ● agreed to be named on the author list, and 
approved of the full author list.

Each author’s contribution must be detailed by 
selecting CRediT roles on the article submission 
form.

The addition or removal of authors during the 
editorial process will only be permitted only if a 
justifiable explanation is provided to the Editori-
al Board and the Publisher. Attempts to introduce 
‘ghost’, ‘gift’ or ‘honorary’ authorship will be 
treated as cases of misconduct.

Acknowledgement of sources

Authors are required to properly cite sources 
that have significantly influenced their research 
and their manuscript. Information received in a 
private conversation or correspondence with third 
parties, in reviewing project applications, man-
uscripts and similar materials, must not be used 
without the express written consent of the infor-
mation source.

When citing or making claims based on the 
research data, authors should provide the refer-
ence to data in the same way as they cite publica-
tions. We recommend the format proposed by the 
FORCE11 Data Citation Principles.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism, when someone assumes another’s 
ideas, words, or other creative expression as one’s 
own, is a clear violation of scientific ethics. Pla-
giarism may also involve a violation of copyright 
law, punishable by legal action.

Plagiarism includes the following:

 ● Word for word, or almost word for word 
copying, or purposely paraphrasing por-
tions of another author’s work without 
clearly indicating the source or marking 
the copied fragment (for example, using 
quotation marks); 

 ● Copying equations, figures or tables from 
someone else’s manuscript without pro-
perly citing the source and/or without 
permission from the original author or 
the copyright holder.

Please note that all submissions are thorough-
ly checked for plagiarism. Any manuscript which 
shows obvious signs of plagiarism will be auto-
matically rejected and authors will be temporari-
ly permitted to publish in Arheologija i prirodne 
nauke (Archaeology and Science). 

In case plagiarism is discovered in a man-
uscript that has already been published by the 
journal, it will be retracted in accordance with 
the procedure described below under Retraction 
policy, and authors will be temporarily permitted 
to publish in Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Ar-
chaeology and Science). 

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
http://credit.niso.org/
https://www.force11.org/group/joint-declaration-data-citation-principles-final
https://www.force11.org/group/joint-declaration-data-citation-principles-final
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Autoplagiarism

Autoplagiarism, when someone publishes his/
her own ideas, words, or other creative expres-
sion already published by himself/herself, without 
proper attribution is a clear violation of scientific 
ethics. Plagiarism may also involve a violation of 
copyright law, punishable by legal action.

Autoplagiarism includes the following: 

 ● Word for word, or almost word for word 
copying, or purposely paraphrasing por-
tions of the already published own work 
without clearly indicating the source or 
marking the copied fragment (for examp-
le, using quotation marks); 

 ● Copying equations, figures or tables from 
the already published own work without 
properly citing the source and/or without 
permission from the original co-authors 
(if they exist) or the copyright holder.

Please note that all submissions are thorough-
ly checked for autoplagiarism. Any manuscript 
which shows obvious signs of autoplagiarism 
will be automatically rejected and authors will be 
temporarily permitted to publish in Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science). 

In case autoplagiarism is discovered in a man-
uscript that has already been published by the 
journal, it will be retracted in accordance with 
the procedure described below under Retraction 
policy, and authors will be temporarily permitted 
to publish in Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Ar-
chaeology and Science). 

Conflict of interest

Authors should disclose in their manuscript 
any financial or other substantive conflict of in-
terest that might have influenced the presented re-
sults or their interpretation. If there is no conflict 
of interest to declare, the following standard state-
ment should be added: ‘No competing interests 
were disclosed’.

A competing interest may be of non-financial 
or financial nature. Examples of competing inter-
ests include (but are not limited to):

 ● individuals receiving funding, salary or 
other forms of payment from an organi-
zation, or holding stocks or shares from 
a company, that might benefit (or lose) 
financially from the publication of the 
findings;

 ● individuals or their funding organization 
or employer holding (or applying for) re-
lated patents;

 ● official affiliations and memberships with 
interest groups relating to the content of 
the publication;

 ● political, religious, or ideological com-
peting interests.

Authors from companies, or commercial or-
ganizations that sponsor clinical or field trials or 
other research studies, should declare these as 
competing interests on submission. The relation-
ship of each author to such an organization should 
be explained in the ‘Competing interests’ section. 
Publications in the journal must not contain con-
tent advertising any commercial products.

Funding information

If a paper is a result of the funded project, au-
thors are required to specify funding sources ac-
cording to their contracts with the funder. 

Fundamental errors in published manuscripts

When an author discovers a significant error or 
inaccuracy in his/her own published manuscript, 
it is the author’s obligation to promptly notify the 
journal Editor-in-Chief or publisher and cooperate 
with them to retract or correct the manuscript.

ORCID

ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor 
ID) numbers for all authors and co-authors should 
be added to the author data upon submission and 
will be published alongside the submitted paper, 
should it be accepted. ORCID registration pro-
vides a unique and persistent digital identifier for 
the account that enables accurate attribution and 
improves the discoverability of published papers, 
ensuring that the correct author receives the cor-
rect credit for their work. 

https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/
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* * *
By submitting a manuscript the authors agree 

to abide by the Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Ar-
chaeology and Science)’s Editorial Policy.

REVIEWERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 

Reviewers are required to provide written, 
competent and unbiased feedback in a timely 
manner on the scholarly merits and the scientific 
value of the manuscript. 

The reviewers assess manuscript for the com-
pliance with the profile of the journal; the problem 
or purpose statement; contribution to the scientif-
ic discipline; abstract clarity and quality of conci-
sion; organization of the manuscript; consistency 
of the research methodology; clarity and efficien-
cy of discussion; development of conclusions; 
relevancy of the cited literature; unity and preci-
sion of presentation style and scholarly apparatus; 
clarity and comprehensibility of figures, tables 
and supplementary material.

Reviewers should alert the Editor to any 
well-founded suspicions or the knowledge of 
possible violations of ethical standards by the 
authors. Reviewers should recognize relevant 
published works that have not been cited by the 
authors and alert the Editor to substantial similari-
ties between a reviewed manuscript and any man-
uscript published or under consideration for pub-
lication elsewhere, in the event they are aware of 
such. Reviewers should also alert the Editor to a 
parallel submission of the same manuscript to an-
other journal, in the event they are aware of such.

Reviewers must not have conflict of interest 
with respect to the research, the authors and/or the 
funding sources for the research. If such conflicts 
exist, the reviewers must report them to the Edi-
tors without delay.

Any selected referee who feels unqualified to 
review the research reported in a manuscript or 
knows that its prompt review will be impossible 
should notify the Editor without delay.

Reviews must be conducted objectively. Per-
sonal criticism of the author is inappropriate. Re-
viewers should express their views clearly with 
supporting arguments.

Any manuscript received for review must be 
treated as confidential document. Reviewers must 
not use unpublished materials disclosed in sub-

mitted manuscripts without the express written 
consent of the authors. The information and ideas 
presented in submitted manuscripts shall be kept 
confidential and must not be used for personal 
gain.

PEER REVIEW

All submitted manuscripts are subject to a peer 
review process. The purpose of peer review is to 
assists the Editorial Board in making editorial de-
cisions and through the editorial communications 
with the author it may also assist the author in im-
proving the manuscript. 

To every manuscript submitted to Editorial 
Board of Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archae-
ology and Science) two reviewers are assigned. 
Reviewers could be the associates of the Institute 
of Archaeology or external associates, competent 
in the field of the manuscript’s topic. The sugges-
tions on who the reviewers are made by the Edito-
rial Board, and are adopted by the Editor-in-Chief. 

All manuscripts are reviewed by using the 
double-blind peer review system: the identity of 
the author is not known to the reviewers and vice 
versa. 

Reviewers shall send their reviews within the 
period of 30 days after the receipt of the manu-
script. Reviewers are not paid for this work. 

If a reviewer requires a revision of a manu-
script, authors shall send a revised version with 
changes made in accordance with the reviewer’s 
suggestions within the period of 30 days. In case 
they consider the revision request unfounded, the 
authors should send their arguments explaining 
why they did not make the required revision. The 
same timeframe applies to revisions of manu-
scripts that are not written in accordance with the 
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS.

The decision of acceptance of the manuscript 
is made by the Editorial Board of Arheologija i 
prirodne nauke (Archaeology and Science) by 
majority vote based on the peer reviews and the 
evaluation of the authors’ revision or their argu-
ments, if they did not make changes to the man-
uscript. 

After the final decision on the content of a vol-
ume is made, manuscripts are sent for editing and 
proofreading, and then to a graphic designer, who 
is responsible for computer layout, design and 
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prepress. Before printing, the authors will have the 
opportunity to proofread their manuscript twice in 
the PDF format. The final approval for printing is 
given by the Editor-in-Chief. The whole volume 
should be send to the printing press by December 
20th of the current year. 

The reviewers selected by the Editorial Board, 
receive a peer review form with questions that 
they should answer. The purpose of the questions 
is to indicate all aspects that they should consider 
in order to make a decision on the destiny of a 
manuscript. After that, they chose between four 
options: accept in the present form; accept after 
minor revisions; major revisions needed; or re-
ject. In the final part of the form, reviewers are 
supposed to write their opinion and suggestions 
how to improve the manuscript. The identity of 
reviewers is unknown to authors, before, during 
and after the review procedure. The identity of au-
thors is unknown to reviewers before, during and 
after the review procedure (until the manuscript 
is published). It is suggested to authors to avoid 
formulations that could reveal their identity. The 
Editorial Board shall ensure that before sending 
a manuscript to a reviewer, all personal details of 
the author (name, affiliation, etc.) will be deleted 
and that all measures will be undertaken in order 
to keep the author’s identity unknown to the re-
viewer during the review procedure. 

The choice of reviewers is at the Editorial 
Board’s discretion. The reviewers must be knowl-
edgeable about the subject area of the manuscript; 
and it is preferred they do not have recent joint 
publications with any of the authors. 

All of the reviewers of a manuscript act inde-
pendently and they are not aware of each other’s 
identities. If the decisions of the two reviewers are 
not the same (accept/reject), the Editor-in-Chief 
may assign additional reviewers.

During the review process Editors may require 
authors to provide additional information (includ-
ing raw data) if they are necessary for the eval-
uation of the scholarly merit of the manuscript. 
These materials shall be kept confidential and 
must not be used for personal gain.

The Editorial Board shall ensure reasonable 
quality control for the reviews. With respect to 
reviewers whose reviews are convincingly ques-
tioned by authors, special attention will be paid to 
ensure that the reviews are objective and high in 

academic standard. When there is any doubt with 
regard to the objectivity of the reviews or quali-
ty of the review, additional reviewers will be as-
signed.

Members of the Editorial Board/guest editors 
are permitted to submit their own papers to the 
journal. In cases where an author is associated 
with the journal, they will be removed from all 
editorial tasks for that paper and another member 
of the Board will be assigned responsibility for 
overseeing peer review. 

POST PUBLICATION 
DISCUSSIONS

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke 
(Archaeology and Science) encourages post-pub-
lication debate either through letters to the Edi-
tor-in-chief, or on an external moderated site, 
such as PubPeer.

USE OF LARGE LANGUAGE 
MODELS AND GENERATIVE 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) 
TOOLS

The journal Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Ar-
chaeology and Science) conforms to the World 
Association of Medical Editors (WAME) recom-
mendations on chat bots, ChatGPT and scholarly 
manuscripts and the Committee on Publication 
Ethics (COPE)’s position statement on Author-
ship and AI tools.

AI bots such as ChatGPT cannot be listed as 
authors on your submission.

Authors must clearly indicate the use of tools 
based on large language models and generative AI 
in the manuscript (which tool was used and for 
what purpose), preferably in the methods or ac-
knowledgements sections.

Authors are responsible for the accuracy, va-
lidity, and appropriateness of any content gener-
ated by tools based on large language models and 
generative AI and they must ensure that the cited 
references are correct and that the submission is 
free from plagiarism.

Editor-in-chief,  the Editors and the reviewers 
must ensure the confidentiality of the peer review 
process. Editors must not share information about 
submitted manuscripts or peer review reports with 

https://pubpeer.com/
https://wame.org/page3.php?id=106
https://wame.org/page3.php?id=106
https://wame.org/page3.php?id=106
https://wame.org/page3.php?id=106
https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author
https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author
https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author
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any tools based on large language models and 
generative AI. Reviewers must not use any tools 
based on large language models and generative AI 
to generate review reports.

PROCEDURES FOR DEALING 
WITH UNETHICAL BEHAVIOUR

Anyone may inform the Editor-in-Chief, the 
Editors, and/or the members of the Editorial Board 
at any time of suspected unethical behaviour or 
any type of misconduct by giving the necessary 
information/evidence to start an investigation.

Investigation

 ● Editor-in-Chief will consult with the 
Editors and the members of the Editorial 
Board on decisions regarding the initia-
tion of an investigation. 

 ● During an investigation, any evidence 
should be treated as strictly confidential 
and only made available to those strictly 
involved in investigating. 

 ● The accused will always be given the 
chance to respond to any charges made 
against them. 

 ● If it is judged at the end of the investiga-
tion that misconduct has occurred, then it 
will be classified as either minor or major.

Minor misconduct

Minor misconduct will be dealt directly with 
those involved without involving any other par-
ties, e.g.:

 ● Communicating to authors/reviewers 
whenever a minor issue involving mi-
sunderstanding or misapplication of aca-
demic standards has occurred. 

 ● A warning letter to an author or reviewer 
regarding fairly minor misconduct. 

Major misconduct

The Editor-in-Chief, in consultation with the 
Editors and the members of the Editorial Board, 
and, when appropriate, further consultation with a 
small group of experts should make any decision 

regarding the course of action to be taken using 
the evidence available. The possible outcomes are 
as follows (these can be used separately or joint-
ly):

 ● Publication of a formal announcement or 
editorial describing the misconduct. 

 ● Informing the author’s (or reviewer’s) 
head of department or employer of any 
misconduct by means of a formal letter.

 ● The formal, announced retraction of pu-
blications from the journal in accordance 
with the Retraction Policy (see below).

 ● A ban on submissions from an individual 
for a defined period.

 ● Referring a case to a professional orga-
nization or legal authority for further in-
vestigation and action.

When dealing with unethical behaviour, the 
Editorial Board will rely on the guidelines and 
recommendations provided by the Committee on 
Publication Ethics - COPE: https://publicatio-
nethics.org/guidance/Flowcharts. 

RETRACTION POLICY

The infringement of the legal limitations of the 
publisher, copyright holder or author(s), the vio-
lation of professional ethical codes and research 
misconduct, such as multiple submissions, dupli-
cate or overlapping publication, bogus claims of 
authorship, plagiarism, autoplagiarism, fraudulent 
use of data and data fabrication, undisclosed use 
of tools based on large language models and gen-
erative AI, honest errors reported by the authors 
(for example, errors due to the mixing up of sam-
ples or use of a scientific tool or equipment that 
is found subsequently to be faulty), unethical re-
search  or any major misconduct require retraction 
of an article. Occasionally a retraction can be used 
to correct errors in submission or publication. The 
main reason for withdrawal or retraction is to cor-
rect the mistake while preserving the integrity of 
science; it is not to punish the author. 

For any retracted article, the reason for retrac-
tion and who is instigating the retraction will be 
clearly stated in the Retraction notice. Standards 
for dealing with retractions have been developed 
by a number of library and scholarly bodies, and 

https://publicationethics.org/guidance/Flowcharts
https://publicationethics.org/guidance/Flowcharts
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this practice has been adopted for article retrac-
tion by Arheologija i prirodne nauke (Archae-
ology and Science): in the electronic version of 
the retraction note, a link is made to the original 
article. In the electronic version of the original ar-
ticle, a link is made to the retraction note where it 
is clearly stated that the article has been retracted. 
The original article is retained unchanged, save 
for a watermark on the PDF indicating on each 
page that it is “retracted.”

RESEARCH DATA POLICY

Journal encourages authors to share research 
data that are required for confirming the results 
published in the manuscript and/or enhance the 
published manuscript under the principle ‘as open 
as possible, as closed as necessary’. We accept 
supporting software applications, high-resolu-
tion images, background datasets, sound or video 
clips, large appendices, data tables and other rel-
evant items that cannot be included in the article.

Alternatively, authors may deposit relevant 
data in a FAIR-compliant repository – institution-
al, disciplinary, or general-purpose. If you need 
assistance in finding a FAIR compliant repository, 
check this link: https://repositoryfinder.datacite.
org/. Authors should also provide via the reposi-
tory any information needed to replicate, validate, 
and/or reuse the results / your study and analysis 
of the data. This includes details of any software, 
instruments and other tools used to process the re-
sults. Where possible, the tools and instruments 
themselves should also be provided.

Exceptions: We recognize that openly sharing 
data may not always be feasible. Exceptions to 
open access to research data underlying publica-
tions include the following: obligation to protect 
results, confidentiality obligations, security ob-
ligations, the obligation to protect personal data 
and other legitimate constraints. Where open ac-
cess is not provided to the data needed to validate 
the conclusions of a publication that reports orig-
inal results, authors should provide the relevant 
access needed to validate the conclusions to the 
extent their legitimate interests or constraints are 
safeguarded.

ETHICAL AND SECURITY 
CONSIDERATIONS

If data access is restricted for ethical or secu-
rity reasons, the manuscript must include: a de-
scription of the restrictions on the data; what, if 
anything, the relevant Institutional Review Board 
(IRB) or equivalent said about the data sharing; 
and all necessary information required for a read-
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formed in accordance with the Declaration of 
Helsinki. Where applicable, the studies must have 
been approved by an appropriate Ethics Commit-
tee. The identity of the research subject should 
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involving human subjects, informed consent to 
participate in the study must be obtained from 
participants (or their legal guardian).
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providing the details of the data accessibility, in-
cluding the DOI linking to it. If the data is restrict-
ed in any way, the reasoning should be given.
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